NEWSLINK

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2019

CANTON UNITING CHURCH

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2019

Canton Uniting Church Deacons

Alison Walker (Chair) 029 20221380. a.m.walker47@googlemail.com
Andrew Wilson-Dickson
Audrey Takle
029 2037 7757
audreytakle@live.co.uk
Barbara Morgans (Minutes Secretary) 07811 405186
Beverley Kibble (Treasurer) 07786 144115 bubbev71@yahoo.co.uk
David Smith
Debbie Cheshire
07791387067 debbie.cheshire@hotmail.co.uk
Fiona Harding (Secretary) 029 2025 7783
Marieke Arthur
07890 804764 marieke@pie-in-the-sky.org.uk
Megan Atherton
megan.atherton@uwclub.net
Sian Jones
Steve Phillips

Canton Uniting Church Cardiff

2

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2019

Canton Uniting Church News
At the time of writing, there has been one Deacons’ meeting since the
last Newslink. Relevant points and other matters not included elsewhere are detailed
below.
The induction of Revs Martha McInnes and David Dean will be taking place on Saturday
October 12th, 2.30pm, at Beulah URC in Rhiwbina. Although we have met them several
times and shared worship together, we look forward to officially welcoming them, together
with the churches at Bethesda, Beulah, City, Elfed Avenue and Parkminster, as ministers
of the Cardiff and Penarth Pastorate.
Website: please do take some time to look at the church website – Andrew is
adding more to it as the weeks go on, and it now contains information on
upcoming worship leaders and the Newslink. Please be aware that we will no
longer be publishing details of worship leaders in the Newslink as this often
goes to print before the list has been finalised. You will now find details on the
website and church noticeboard. Please pass on anything for the website to
Andrew: agwd391@gmail.com.
Charities: The charities supported by the church (through our tea and
coffee money and communion collections) for the first half of the year were
Let
Yourself
Trust
(www.letyourself.net)
and
Touch Trust
(www.touchtrust.co.uk)
We have heard about the work of Touch Trust from Dilys Price and Hiroko during recent
services. Touch Trust is a registered charity based in Cardiff, at the Wales Millennium
Centre. They provide unique creative movement programmes for individuals with learning
disabilities, those affected by autistic spectrum disorder (ASD), complex needs, behaviour
which challenges, and other vulnerable groups in the community.
The mission of Let Yourself Trust established itself around the Christian musician Martyn
Joseph’s career and years of humanitarian work. It is a non-profit organisation that
provides funding for and informs on a wide variety of projects and justice movements both
abroad and home. Let Yourself partners with and provides funds for suitable projects and
charities within communities both globally and locally, in all segments of society, without
being held hostage to a particular ideology – only one of change and hope. Most recently it
has supported Kumari Project (Nepal) and Haiti Allies.
From July to December we will be supporting Mission Aviation
(www.maf-uk.org) and Bethan Roper Trust (www.bethanropertrust.org.uk)

Fellowship

Library books: Hopefully you have all noticed the library in the coffee lounge.
Many thanks to everyone who has made a contribution to this. It is intended to
provide support for those who are involved in leading any aspect of worship, so
please do have a browse over your post-service cuppa.
While we are on the theme of tea and coffee, the rota is looking very bare. Please
sign up to serve if you are able, or maybe provide some biscuits for the
‘emergency stock’ if you are not.
GDPR compliance – if you aren’t getting any email from the church, or your name isn’t
appearing anywhere in the Newslink, this could be because we don’t have up-to-date
Canton Uniting Church Cardiff
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GDPR consent from you. Please let me know if this is the case and I will get a copy of the
consent form to you.
Finally, if anyone feels that they can offer any help in the life of the church then
please let one of the Deacons know, or Megan Atherton in her role as pulpit secretary.
Similarly, if pastoral support is needed then please let one of us know.
Fiona Harding,
Church Secretary

Twitter: follow us on Twitter @cantonuniting
Website: www.cantonuniting.org.uk

________________________________________________________________________

Martha and David have arrived!
Saturday, 12th October at 2pm will be the induction of Cardiff and Penarth pastorate
ministers, Rev Martha McInnes and Rev David Dean at Beulah URC.
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The Feast of St Michael the Archangel
Mary Evans, my long-serving and much-loved predecessor in the Ely Pastorate, had her
roots in the Vale of Glamorgan farming community. She used to complain that the city
churches’ harvest celebrations didn’t coincide with the actual harvesting of the Welsh
countryside’s crops. The reaping, binding and threshing of harvesting apparently belonged
more properly to late summer than to the autumn. Remember, for instance, when farmers
used to burn off the stubble of their harvested fields every August.
Our harvest more closely coincided with what they called Michaelmas, the feast of St
Michael the Archangel on the 29th of September. Michaelmas was traditionally the day
when courts were held and rents were paid—the sort of things you do well after the
harvest is in and you know how much you are worth. It was therefore also a feast day
celebrated with a harvest supper, usually goose. So Mary may have been correct that our
harvest suppers, as Michaelmas feasts, don’t coincide with the actual harvest. But they do
coincide with the agricultural community’s celebration of that harvest’s profit and loss
accounts.
Another traditional celebration in the Michaelmas season consisted in the parish church’s
dedication feast, commemorating their founding and honouring their patron saint. In the
sixteenth century these were popularly known as “wakes”, a term perhaps signifying the
custom of staying awake late into the night to make merry. (Sometimes they were simply
called a “church ale”.) In practice, the celebration of these parish wakes were staggered
over late summer through the autumn to provide opportunities of reciprocal entertainment
in neighbouring agricultural communities. In the seventeenth century Sir Henry Spelman
drily suggested that these wakes derived their meaning from the Anglo-Saxon “wak”,
meaning drunkenness. A church wake drinking cup of the period is typically engraved:

In the name of the Trinitie
Fill the kup and drink to me.
The excesses of these feasts were such that Henry VIII, in 1536, shortly after taking over
what would come to be called the Church of England, curtailed church wakes in his first
set of articles for church reformation, calling for their celebrations to be limited to the first
Sunday of October. In 1532 the House of Commons had complained to the King that holy
days in general had become too numerous, encouraging idleness and debauchery and
undermining the very public piety they had been designed to promote. The King had
hoped to limit such excesses by confining these celebrations to a day that was traditionally
a day of rest, and a day specifically dedicated to religious commemoration.
It didn’t work. Henry was stepping on what would become two important issues in
Reformation Protestantism: the opposition to any celebrations connected to the cult of
saints, and opposition to drinking, dancing and ribaldry on the Lord’s Day. So a bill to
prohibit church wakes altogether was passed by both Houses of Parliament in 1584. But
Queen Elizabeth vetoed it, arguing that in passing such an act Parliament was infringing
on her control of the Church of England.
Once James I was on the throne Parliament attempted to sanction wakes once again. A
bill almost identical to the 1584 bill passed the Commons in 1606 but got stuck in the
Lords. Local efforts were more successful. In 1613, for instance, parishioners of a Sussex
church entered in their parish register their decision to move the wake away from Sunday
“as we desire to keep this day in holiness after the example of Nehemiah and his people.”
A 1614 bill similar to the 1606 bill didn’t even make it through the Commons.

Canton Uniting Church Cardiff

5

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2019

On his accession James I had banned “disordered or unlawful exercise” on the Lord’s Day,
so it could be argued that the excesses of Sunday wakes were already illegal. But in 1618
James issued what came to be known as the “Book of Sports”, The Kings Majesties
declaration to his subjects, concerning lawfull sports to be used. The declaration allowed,
once the Sunday service was over, such sports as dancing, leaping, vaulting, archery,
Morris-dancing, May-pole games and Whitsun-ales, while banning bear- and bull-baiting
and, among the meaner sort, bowling. Since parish wakes were not specifically mentioned
as either permitted or banned in the Book of Sports, “sabbatarian” bills intended to give the
force of law to the royal declaration of 1603 and specifically ban parish wakes were
passed by both Houses of Parliament in 1621 and again in 1624, but James, as Elizabeth
had before him, vetoed both bills for infringing on royal prerogative.
The background to the Book of Sports is interesting. Several Lancashire puritan
magistrates had reacted to Elizabeth’s vetoing of the 1584 bill by enforcing the measures
of that bill locally. Travelling home from a visit to Scotland in 1617, James I stopped off in
Lancashire and was presented with a petition by Lancashire locals who resented the
attempt made by these magistrates to suppress their traditional Sunday merriment. So
when, in response, James made his declaration of lawful Sunday sports, he wrote that he
was speaking specifically to “rebuke” the Lancashire “puritans and precisions”. The puritan
opposition to the “honest mirth and recreations” of Sunday sports, he contended,
discouraged Lancashire Catholics who may be wavering on the edge of converting to
Protestantism. Should life as a Protestant be so bleak? The puritans were also, James
contended, standing in the way of the exercise needed by the “meaner sort” to enable
them to be fit in times of war. Sunday, after all, was their only time off work in those days.
In 1625 Charles I approved an Act of Parliament that incorporated most of the proposals
rejected by his father in the bills of 1621 and 1624. It did not, however, mention wakes.
The result was immense confusion and controversy leading to Charles re-issuing his
father’s Book of Sports in 1634, this time with the explicit provision that Sunday church
wakes were lawful.
Contention over the issue of wakes was heated. Books like Francis White’s Treatise of the
Sabbath Day a
 ttacked the “sabbatarianism” of those who were chafing against the
enforcement of the Book of Sports. Thomas Fuller, in his 1655 six-volume History of the
Church in Britain, notes the “many strict people” who took “great distaste” in the royal
declaration. As the argument raged, Fuller writes, “books begat books, and controversies
on this subject were multiplied.”
These were the years leading up to Civil War. Inevitably, once Parliament got the upper
hand over the King, in 1644, they passed legislation banning these church wakes, along
with May poles and all the rest of the mirth and recreation inappropriate to a proper
keeping of the Lord’s Day. And then with the collapse of the Interregnum, at the
Restoration, all this, wakes and all, came back.
Unfortunately, there are no historical records telling us what these parish revels actually
looked like, and no record of why they got up the noses of the more straight-laced
members of the community, caricatured as Ebenezer-Scrooge-style “puritans” (our
spiritual ancestors). More than likely, these church wakes didn’t look much like Canton
Uniting Church’s annual Harvest Supper. Oh, just imagine what we have been missing!
Tom Arthur
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

On September 18th, some of the Women’s Fellowship had a lovely time in
Porthcawl. The weather was glorious (for a change) and we spent a lot of our time
sitting on the seafront.

__________________________________________________________________

C.U.C. charities
The Bethan Roper Trust for Refugees has been set up in memory of a truly amazing
human being who dedicated her life to the struggles of others.
The Bethan Roper Trust for Refugees will focus on continuing Bethan’s tireless work
towards the struggles and injustices faced by asylum seekers and refugees with an
emphasis on improving the lives of asylum seekers and refugees and assisting the
reunification of families torn apart due to circumstances outside of their control.
At Mission Aviation Fellowship, we believe nothing should stop people from receiving
the love of God and the essentials of life – no matter how remote they are. Our vision is to
see 'isolated people physically and spiritually transformed in Christ's name.' We use
aviation and technology, because in many places, those are the only ways to reach
isolated people in need.
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Photographs from the URC Big Day Out, 29th of June, in Builth Wells

_____________________________________________________________
THANK YOU
Both Dave and I are very grateful for all the phone calls and cards that I have had since
my unfortunate accident.
I felt very blessed while I was in hospital to hear from Jan that you were all thinking and
praying for us both.
I feel sure that it is because of all your prayers and support that I am making such good
progress. I felt that I was truly home when I was able to join you for worship, and I thank
you for your warm welcome back.
Yours in Christian love,
Joy
Canton Uniting Church Cardiff
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GRAFFITI
I wonder if you managed to catch sight of the comments that visitors to CUC made on
Saturday 28th September in response to the redevelopment plans? They are perhaps the
most useful outcome of the day – apart from the numerous conversations.
I suddenly realised on Saturday how important the connections are that we make with our
immediate neighbours. I would imagine that the ‘religion’ label that we bear is regarded as
completely irrelevant to the majority, so it was very good to see so many unafraid to enter
the building, unconcerned that they might be buttonholed by Bible-bashing enthusiasm.
And of course they weren’t and I hope they realised that our agenda is compassion and
care for our local community.
From this come these remarks posted on the wall, which suggest some sort of hub for the
community, a place to be :
A place for book reading or
just looking at flowers, birds, beautiful things
Meeting others
Forgetting your worries and having a laugh
A place bigger than your own house and garden,
just sit peacefully,
A contemplation place
A memorial place
Some people had quite precise ideas of activities and ways of interacting, a place to do:
Rentable meeting rooms
Rentable hall
Good kitchen for cookery classes
Affordable place to rent for music lessons.
A bandstand in the garden for live performances
Table tennis and/or squash courts
A yurt
A Gazebo covering furniture, table and chairs…

It was good to see that children are not forgotten:

For kids to know the value of the earth, where food comes from
An educational place, encouraging kids.
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And the adults too:
Keep the AA!! but a bigger space please
More in the round. accessible
Contact all neighbours and communicate with them regularly.
Do workshops in gardening, growing vegetables
Music lessons
Film club
Climate change is not far from peoples’ thoughts. The new building should be:
Green, ECO build, environmentally friendly
Heat-pump and solar panels. Insulation!!
Green roof for the extension
This is by no means an exhaustive list, only my personal selection, so please see the
entirety of what people wrote. It’s on the website under a section called ‘Redevelopment’
at the foot of the welcome page. If you would like to respond, it’s not too late. Buttonhole
Ceri or send an email to cucsecretary@cantonuniting.org.uk.
But it’s worth reflecting for a moment on the context of these plans, which are happening
at a critical point in the history of these islands. We are seeing a worrying deterioration in
the behaviour of MPs in Westminster, a heightened anger among some of them
expressing ferocious divisions about the future path of the country. Our PM appears to be
encouraging this for his own purposes and stoking the divisions not only in parliament but
between people at large.
We must be very careful not to participate in this nefarious strategy, indeed, we must set
our face firmly against it. The love which Jesus expresses so movingly in the gospels and
which we profess must be seen here in this fellowship of Christians. The development
project must have this as its foundation. Why do we want to redevelop the site? Indeed,
why do we meet together at all? Surely it is because we want to ‘spread [God’s] love’ and
particularly to make people feel it who lack it, by every means possible.
Our Christian meetings are the place where we learn about Jesus’ plan for the world and
the building, in all its aspects, is the place where we honour God. That honouring can take
so many forms: certainly in a Sunday service, but also in all the activities suggested by the
graffiti: looking after the planet, nurturing the community to the best of our ability,
spreading love.
We may not be able to put every listed plan into action, but it is so encouraging to find that
there is a vision of compassion shared with the community around us, which fully and
vigorously opposes the politics which are now shouted so loudly, and which emphasise
looking after ourselves at the expense of others. No, we choose God’s way: … as God’s
chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. (Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 3:12)
Andrew
Canton Uniting Church Cardiff
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_____________________________________________________________

On October 13th, Marieke and friends are
doing the annual sleepout in the City
centre, again, to support Home4U .
Please sponsor us!
We believe that every Asylum Seeker should
be able to live with dignity and hope while they
explore their legal claims to the fullest extent.
Many Asylum Seekers are left with no means of support - and no right to work
- once their claim is refused. Although many people still have legal routes to
pursue, life becomes a daily struggle for survival.
Home4U Cardiff provides periods of housing, subsistence and practical
support to allow our residents to focus on their legal cases and to get some
respite from the grind of destitution. Since 2013, Home4U Cardiff has housed
and supported over 40 destitute Asylum Seekers.
Ibrahim's story: We met Ibrahim at a local drop-in service. Despite having
severe ongoing health issues, and having just had major surgery, Ibrahim had
been told to leave his Home Office Accommodation and was facing street
homelessness. Fortunately, Ibrahim was able to stay with Home4U for 2
months until Home Office support was reinstated.
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PASTORAL NEWS
It is that time again to share our caring for each other, so many are ill and we
remember all those caring for them.
Mrs. Alison Walker’s Uncle Max has died after a prolonged illness. Our
prayers are with Alison and her extended family.
Mrs. Megan Atherton’s cousin died while awaiting renal surgery. He had been
ill for some time.
Chris Atherton’s brother died. He had been ill for some time.
Mrs. Rachel Keenor’s sister’s partner died unexpectedly on the day of Ellie
and Gwyn’s wedding.
We continue to remember the Keenor family as Paul continues his treatment.
Mrs Joy Thomson had a fall and fractured her femur while on a cruise. We
welcome her here as she continues to heal.
Marc and Alison are both well.
Mrs Sylvia Neate, recovering from cataract surgery;
Rowena and Fred Davies;
Mrs Pat Marshall;
Mrs Jean Hawkins;
Ann and Tom as Tom recovers from chest surgery;
Mr Steve Jones;
Keith has been in hospital, and is now back worshipping with us;
Mrs Barbara Farnham.
Congratulations to:
Ellie and Gwyn on their wedding;
Phil and Ceri George on their Ruby wedding anniversary;
Mrs Ann Lloyd, who received an award for her 20 years with BB;
Mr Alan Farnham who received an award for his 38 years with BB.
Welcome to Martha and David, as they begin their ministry here.
Dear Lord, keep our minds open, our ears ready to listen and our hands
prepared for action. Amen.
TONI
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Prayer Call
October
1st
Clive Curtis and Constantino
Dumangane
2nd Fred and Rowena Davies
3rd
Ann Dobbins
4th
Marc and Alison Dummer
5th
Gareth Dyer
6th
Uniformed organisations
7th
Hiroko, Richard and Emily Edge
8th
Toni and Peter Edwards
9th
Eva Elliott
10th Alan Farnham
11th Barbara Farnham
12th Ceri and Phil George
13th Those who work in Care and Nursing
Homes
14th Linda Gibbs
15th Rachel, Kate, Evan and Emily Gill
16th Bronwyn Gregory
17th Rob, Fiona, Isobel and Alistair Harding
18th Jean Hawkins
19th Barbara Jones
20th One World Week
21st Sian, Joshua and Harri Jones
22nd Elinor Kapp
23rd Olaide, Taiwo, Ore, Korede and Nifemi
Kassim
24th Adam Keenor
25th Jenny Keenor
26th Beverley, Christopher, Ioan and Evelyn
Kibble
27th All Saints: The fellowship of the church
28th Ann and Tom Lloyd
29th Angie Luther
30th Pat Marshall
31st Cindy and Arwyn McCabe
November
1st
Millie McQuade
2nd Audrey Morgan

3rd
4th
5th
6th

The United Nations
Barbara, Hugh and Bence Morgans
Sylvia Neate
Danielle Phillips, Will, Cian and
Ruby
7th
Mandy and Steve Phillips
8th
Abigail and Brooke Powell
9th
Julia Richards
10th Remembrance and World Peace
11th Janice Richens
12th Lucy Robinson and Andrew
Wilson-Dickson
13th David Smith
14th Audrey Takle
15th David and Joy Thompson
16th Alison Walker
17th HIV AIDS
18th Nancie Waterfield
19st Liz Williams and family
20th Kenneth Woods
21st Rita, Francis, Gloria, Gabriel and
22nd Michael
23rd Tom and Marieke Arthur
24th Chris and Megan Atherton
25th Migrants and Refugees
26th Geraint Atherton
27th Gwyn Atherton
28th Lowri and Amelia Baldwin
29th Keith Bick
30th Catherine Blakemore
December
1st
Advent 1: ‘Thy Kingdom Come’
2nd Doreen Cassam
3rd
Debbie Cheshire, Lola and Paige
4th
David Cooke
5th
Clive Curtis and Constantino
Dumangane
6th
Fred and Rowena Davies
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In our worship we try to combine both modern and traditional elements.
Our Morning service usually lasts for about an hour. Children are welcome and we
have an active Junior Church which, after sharing the first part of worship, leaves
to follow the theme in their own age groups. At our youth services on the second
Sunday of the month we stay together.
Our Sunday evening communion service is held on the first Sunday of the month at
6pm. All are welcome to this quiet, reflective service.
Please note that the list of weekly Worship Leaders will now appear on the
Church Noticeboard and on the church website.

6th October,2019 Evening Communion Service
Habakkuk 1.1-4; 2.1-4; Psalm 37.1-9; 2 Timothy 1.1-14; Luke 17.5-10
Deacon: Barbara.
Steward: Hugh
Readers: Ceri & Megan.

13th October,2019 All Age Worship Service.
2 Kings 5.1-3,7-15c; Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2.8-15; Luke 17.11-19
Deacon: Audrey.
Steward: Janice.
Readers: Angie & David S.

20th October,2019 Morning Communion Service
Genesis 32.22-31; Psalm 121; 2 Timothy 3.14–4.5; Luke 18.1-8
Deacon: Sian
Steward: Liz
Readers: Fiona & Steve.
To serve @ Communion: Sian, Andrew, David & Steve.

27th October,2019
Jeremiah 14.7-10,19-22; Psalm 84.1-7; 2 Timothy 4.6-8,16-18; Luke 18.9-14
Deacon: Beverley.
Steward: Alan.
Readers: Marieke & Phil.
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3rd November,2019, Evening Communion Service
Isaiah 1.10-18; Psalm 32.1-7; 2 Thessalonians 1.1-4,11-12; Luke 19.1-10
Deacon: Steve
Steward: Mandy
Readers: Alan & Hugh

10th November,2019- All Age Worship Service
Job 19.23-27a; Psalm 17.1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2.1-5,13-17; Luke 20.27-38
Deacon: Marieke
Steward: Bronwen
Readers: Barbara J & Andrew.

17th November,2019- Morning Communion Service
Malachi 4.1-2a; Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13; Luke 21.5-19
Deacon: Fiona.
Steward: Rob
Readers: Alison & Ken.
To serve @ Communion: Alison, Beverley, Debbie & Fiona.

24th November,2019
Jeremiah 23.1-16; Psalm 46; Colossians 1.11-20; Luke 23.33-43
Deacon: David S.
Steward: David T.
Readers: Beverley & Alan.

1st December,2019 Evening Communion Service
Isaiah 2.1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13.11-14; Matthew 24.36-44
Deacon: Megan
Steward: Alan
Readers: Janice & Linda.

We are grateful to all those who take part in our services. Those who serve as
Deacons on Duty, Stewards, Readers or lead prayers If you would like to act as a
Steward or take part in the service by, Reading, Leading Prayers, or taking the
Children’s Address then please let Alan Farnham, Megan Atherton or Phil George know.
We are trying to keep as full and up to date list of people as we can.
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CANTON UNITING CHURCH was established in 1995 when New Trinity United Reformed
Church joined with Llandaff Road Baptist Church and in 2013 joined with Grand Avenue
United Reformed Church Ely which in 2005 had united with Saintwell URC. We are
committed to ecumenism through our links with Cytûn, the Covenanted Churches and
Churches Together in Canton. Our previous minister was the Chair of the Committee of
the Covenanted Baptists which, with the Church in Wales, the Presbyterian, Methodist and
United Reformed Churches seeks to bring about the goal of uniting together.
CONTACTS
Secretary: Mrs Fiona Harding
23 Llanfair Road, Cardiff CF11 9PZ - Tel: 029 2025 7783
Email: cucsecretary@hotmail.co.uk
Treasurer: Mrs Beverley Kibble
75 Bartley Wilson Way, Cardiff CF11 8EN – Tel: 029 2140 6306
Email: bubbev71@yahoo.co.uk
Chair:
Mrs Alison Walker
Email: a.m.walker47@googlemail.com

Tel: 029 20221380.

Website: www.cantonuniting.org.uk
USUAL WEEKLY DIARY & MONTHLY EVENTS – check below for further details
Sunday
10.30am Family Church
_
6.00pm Evening Service (1st Sunday of the month)
Monday
6.15pm Brownies
Tuesday
6.30-8.00pm Boys’ Brigade
Wednesday 2.30pm Women’s Fellowship [Fortnightly]
_
(Please see weekly notices for exact dates)
Friday
6.45-8pm Music Group Rehearsals – all welcome!

-

October 2019
Saturday 12th 2.30pm Induction of Revs Martha McInnes and David Dean at Beulah URC
Sunday 20th 12.00pm Deacons’ meeting
November 2019
Weds 27th
7.30pm Deacons’ meeting

AND FINALLY … Please hand in material for the next Newslink to Barbara Ball or Hugh
Morgans by the end of the Morning service on Sunday 17th November 2019
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