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Dear Friends,

April, 2022

Poet and farmer Wendell Berry wrote these words, in Manifesto: The Mad Farmer
Liberation Front:
So, friends, every day do something
that won’t compute. Love the Lord.
Love the world. Work for nothing.
Take all that you have and be poor.
Love someone who does not deserve it. . .
Put your faith in the two inches of humus
that will build under the trees
every thousand years.
Listen to carrion – put your ear
close, and hear the faint chattering
of the songs that are to come. . .
Laugh. Laughter is immeasurable. Be joyful
though you have considered all the facts. . .
Practice resurrection.
As we approach Easter, we find ourselves thinking about Jesus’ resurrection and what
resurrection means for us. Two years ago our world was shut down so swiftly. We
entered the silence of Holy Saturday. We experienced loss, but we didn’t know what was
next. We waited, possibly impatiently, for the emptiness and isolation to end.
Today we face into a new time—one in which we ‘live with the virus’ and wars are being
waged across the globe. We are no longer waiting in Holy Saturday, but how do we live as
people who followed the Resurrected Jesus in this time in which we may still be afraid or
uncertain?
I think Berry offers us some wise advice. Do things that don’t harm us, but don’t always
make sense. Love that grouchy neighbour who doesn’t want to say, ‘hello.’ Take them a
cake—unless they are diabetic! Find ways to laugh together—have fun! What brings you
joy? Do it!
Notice the beauty of the earth. Watch the leaves unfurl on the trees in your garden.
Notice the colours of the flowers. Take a walk and feel the sun on your face. ‘Be joyful
though you have considered all the facts.’
Practicing resurrection is finding a way to love and be joy-filled despite what may be
happening around us. Perhaps we began to learn how to do this in lockdown. We may
need to find ways we can make changes to care for the people and earth that God
created. It doesn’t always make sense—what difference can one person make? But look
at Greta Thunberg—she started alone and has galvanised a movement. Look at
Jesus—he started alone, gathered a small group of followers, and still gathers us today.
As you follow Jesus, may you be filled with love and joy—and do the little things that help
you practice resurrection. Happy Easter!
Yours in Christ,
Martha and David

‘Sing a New Song’
As a church we have chosen to adopt a theme: ‘Sing a New Song.’ What does this mean
for us. Does it literally mean learning some new songs for worship? It might mean this, but
it is broader than that. I think it means following two years of the Pandemic and the
changes it has brought to our lives, we have an opportunity to create a new way of being
as a church.
Singing new songs is about finding a way that fits us. It is about finding opportunities to
praise God and to lament what has been lost. It is about being creative. It is also about the
continued journey of faith. We don’t give up because of the life we were forced to live. We
find new ways to experience the life-giving love of God.
Howard Thurman wrote the following words:
The old song of my spirit has wearied itself out.
It has long ago been learned by my heart;
It repeats itself over and over,
bringing no added joy to my days or lift to my spirit.
I will sing a new song.
I must learn the new song for the new needs.
I must fashion new words born of all the new growth
of my life – of my mind – of my spirit.
I must prepare for new melodies that have never been mine before,
that all that is within me may lift my voice unto God.
Therefore, I shall rejoice with each new day
and delight my spirit in each fresh unfolding.
I will sing, this day, a new song unto the Lord.
He wrote them in 1973 as he watched people respond to challenges, i.e. inflation, price
rises, political scandals, and international conflicts. He saw that the old song wasn’t going
to work anymore. He was ready to create a new song for a new time.
So, as a community of faith, the theme challenges us to engage with a journey of creating
something new. What will that be for us?
Learning a new song takes experimentation and practice. We might try a melody that we
find doesn’t quite fit with the lyrics. So we have to keep working on it until we get both
melody and lyrics right. Then the new song has to become lodged in our hearts. We have
to practice and sing it again and again until we know it by heart. Both creating the song,
modifying it, and learning it take time. That’s okay because singing brings joy and health.
We are called to sing a new song. To find new ways to serve God in this unfolding time. As
Beulah URC, let’s join together as friends, embrace our opportunities and create a chorus
of service and praise in this different yet hopeful time.
I wonder what the new song we sing will be?

Dear all,
Thankfully the Covid restrictions are beginning to be eased across
Wales in public places, which is a sign that things might finally be
getting back to some sense of normality. However we are all acutely
aware that it hasn’t gone away and many people are still unwell –
albeit not as seriously it seems – but this means that there is still
apprehension. Therefore the deacons have agreed to keep the wearing of masks in
worship and spacing of seats in place for now, and will review this again at the deacons’
meeting at the beginning of April.
There will be an Annual Church Meeting this year, most likely in May, on a Sunday
morning. More details to follow.
We are very grateful to all who are involved in the planning for and taking
services, especially as we have moved to meeting again every Sunday.
However, with this comes the opportunity for more people to get involved
in preparations for and around services, therefore we need more people
to offer to help with stewarding, making tea and coffee, preparing
communion and any other tasks that enable the Sunday morning services to go ahead.
Please just let Alison or me know. Hopefully rotas will be up and running soon.
If you would like one of the crosses being sold to raise money for Ukraine then please let
me know.
We had a lovely time celebrating Gift Day this year with an afternoon tea on
Sunday 27th February. It was great to see so many people there, enjoying
catching up with one another. Thank you to all who helped to make it such a
great event by preparing and serving food, and providing musical
accompaniment.
Just a reminder – does anyone have any photos of the daffodils that the teens group gave
out to household before Christmas? It would be lovely to see them. Also, if you would like
to get involved with the teens group then please let me or Abi know. The pastorate youth
(year 7 +) will be meeting at CUC on Maundy Thursday morning, and then at City URC in
May.
Best wishes to you all.
Fiona Harding, Church Secretary cucsecretary@hotmail.co.uk

PASTORAL NEWS
We think of Tom Arthur, Catherine Blakemore and David Thompson, who are all still
continuing treatment. We hope that you are all keeping cheerful during your time of
treatment.
We also think of Jean Hawkins, Rowena Davies, Barbara Jones and Millie McQuade,
who have been unwell during the last two months.
I am sure that there are others who have been unwell. You are all in our thoughts
and prayers at this time.
To all who have suffered Covid during the last few weeks, we trust that you have all
recovered now.
We think of John and Norah Morgans, and also for the family who are caring for
them.
Watch out for Leo (Munnick) with his new image.
Congratulations to Katie Munnick who will be having a book
launch for her novel ‘The Aerialists’ on the 4th April. Well done,
Katie!
If you wish to be included in the Pastoral News at any time, please
contact your Buddy Group leader, who can then pass on the
message to me.

Audrey Takle
_____________________________________________________________

Sunday Lectionary Readings
3rd April 2022: Lent 5 Passion Sunday: It just pours out!
Isaiah 43.16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3.4b-14; John 12.1-8
Jesus spends time in the house of his friends. In an outpouring of thanks for raising her
brother from the dead, Mary pours oil over Jesus’ feet and washes them with her hair. This
act was an extravagant gesture that went against the social codes of the time. Judas’
indignation at the waste might reflect how many would have felt. When Jesus defends
Mary, he is not promoting a disregard for the poor but highlighting the power of her
gratitude.
Today we explore being thankful to God, appreciating the big and little things that make life
special, that make us feel alive and express our love to God.
This week we explore living thankfully.
10th April 2022: Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50.4-9a; Psalm 118.1-2,19-29; Philippians 2.5-11; Luke 19.28-40
The story of Palm Sunday is full of clear signs that Jesus is the Messiah. Yet in the
passage there are also signs of the tensions that would unfold over that week. The
Pharisees’ protests point to their opposition, while the crowd’s chants suggest it is
expecting a different kind of Messiah. However, amid these tensions, Jesus states a
dramatic truth: that if the crowd was to fall silent, the stones would cry out. It is a powerful
sign that he is supremely worthy of our praise.
Powerful emotions and actions lead the way to the cross. Joy, fear, anguish intermingled.
Coercive power, authentic power, powerlessness, and self-giving are all explored.
This week we explore Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem.
17th April 2022: Easter Sunday: Alive
Acts 10.34-43; Psalm 118.1-2,14-24; 1 Corinthians 15.19-26; Luke 24.1-12
The women come to honour Jesus in the only way left to them – to improve his grave with
spices. But the tomb is empty and what happens next is terrifying. However, the message
that the ‘men in dazzling clothes’ (v.4) give is full of detail, reminding the women – in
Jesus’ own words – that he had predicted his death and resurrection. Luke says, ‘Then
they remembered his words’ (v.8) – and this helped to make a new kind of sense out of
Jesus’ words and the terrifying moment of discovery and revelation.
Like the women, God draws us away from the empty tomb to discover the risen Christ
himself leading us into new ways of living and loving him after his crucifixion.
This week we explore what the empty tomb means for us.
24th April 2022: Unless I ……
Acts 5.27-32; Psalm 118.14-29; Revelation 1.4-8; John 20.19-31
When Jesus appeared to his disciples after he rose from the dead, Thomas missed out on
the experience. It was hard for him to believe what the others told him afterwards, because
Thomas needed to touch Jesus himself to know it was true. When Jesus came the second
time, he gave Thomas exactly what he needed.

In a world where reality is constantly brought into question by conflicting reports and
counter narratives and where fake news can distort our perspectives, how can Christians
ensure the validity of the stories we tell and the message by which we live? Is it wrong to
seek or even to demand evidence?
1st May 2022: Catching On
Acts 9.1-6,(7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5.11-14; John 21.1-19
After a night of fishing, the disciples meet the risen Jesus on the seashore and eat
breakfast with him. They don’t recognise him and it’s only after the miraculous haul of fish
that they catch on. This leads to a moment of healing and a new start for Peter, who had
denied Jesus before the crucifixion.
Jesus repeats his question to Peter three times: ‘Do you love me?’ (vv.15-17), mending the
past and giving Peter renewed hope on the other side of failure. Do we see ourselves as
Jesus sees us? Or do our failures and mistakes cloud our understanding?
This week we explore an opportunity for a new pattern of living.
8th May 2022: Perserverence
Acts 9.36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7.9-17; John 10.22-30
This is a vision by John who sees people from around the world worshipping God. It has
rich imagery of angels, a magnificent throne and fantastical animals. Jesus is referred to
as the Lamb and at the end of the passage also as the ‘shepherd’ who protects, guides
and feeds us.
As we seek to live out the message and implications of Easter, we are reminded of the
endurance we need to live in the light of the kingdom, facing life’s struggles in the
company and comfort of the good shepherd, who is also the crucified and risen Christ.
This week we explore how Jesus guides us through life’s ups and downs.

15th May 2022: What Next?
Acts 11.1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21.1-6; John 13.31-35
In this vision, John sees all things being renewed. The world of the creation story and the
present day is replaced by a new world – heaven on earth. God lives among, and will be
all things to, his people. This story is one of excitement and hope. Knowing the past and
living the present gives great hope to John’s view of the future.
We are reminded that the Lamb is the one who was and is and is to come – our lives
matter in the here and now, and our work and worship are about us seeking to bring the
future into the present. Our task is not only to follow Jesus to the holy city but to rebuild the
city where we are, making the kingdom come everywhere and for all.
This week we explore what was and is and is to come.

22nd May 2022: All Shall Be Well.
Acts 16.9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21.10,21.22-22.5; John 5.1-9
This is John’s vision of hope and healing for the world. He sees God and Jesus form the
Temple in the new Jerusalem, and they are the light of the world. John sees the water of
life flowing clear and bright like crystal, and the tree of life bearing fruit that will bring
healing to all nations. Together the tree, water and light give life to all things – a hopeful
picture of the future for all humanity and all God’s creation.
Written for Christians facing extreme persecution, the powerful imagery encouraged them
to hang on to the promise that, in the end, light will triumph over darkness, hope over
despair, and all people, nations – and indeed all of creation – will be healed and made
whole: truly ‘All shall be well’. While this may seem far removed from our own world, there
is much in our lives and in the world where God’s hope and healing are needed. Today we
explore how God might use us as agents of hope and healing for others.
This week we explore a vision of hope and healing.
29th May 2022
Acts 16.16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22.12-14,16-17,20-21; John 17.20-26
In this vision, Jesus tells John that all the visions he has seen are part of the message for
the churches. Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. Everyone is
invited to call Jesus back to earth, saying ‘Come, Lord Jesus’. John’s vision reminds us
that we belong to Jesus, and that Jesus is coming soon.
Feelings of longing, and the need to feel we belong and are loved, are something
everyone can identify with. We may long for many things, but if we belong to Jesus he can
satisfy our deepest desires.
This week we explore longing and belonging.
5th June 2022
Acts 2.1-21; Psalm 104.24-34,35b; Romans 8.14-17; John 14.8-17,(25-27)
All of Jesus’ disciples were gathered during the festival of Pentecost. The city of Jerusalem
was alive with people, Jews who had settled there from all over the empire. It was a
special day, but Jesus’ followers were separate from the festivities. Then the Holy Spirit
came, filling them and breaking down boundaries of fear and difference between the
disciples and the crowds.
It is a familiar story, one in which the curtain rose on an astonishing new act in the great
drama of God’s purposes – the book might have been called ‘The Acts of the Holy Spirit’!
Today we explore the significance of that day and discover how we too might be filled and
fulfilled by the same Spirit.
This week we explore being filled and fulfilled.

________________________________________________________________________

CANTON UNITING CHURCH was established in 1995 when New Trinity United Reformed
Church joined with Llandaff Road Baptist Church and in 2013 joined with Grand Avenue
United Reformed Church Ely which in 2005 had united with Saintwell URC. We are
committed to ecumenism through our links with Cytûn, the Covenanted Churches and
Churches Together in Canton. Our previous minister was the Chair of the Committee of the
Covenanted Baptists which, with the Church in Wales, the Presbyterian, Methodist and
United Reformed Churches seeks to bring about the goal of uniting together.
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USUAL WEEKLY DIARY & MONTHLY EVENTS The Wednesday evening prayers on Zoom have finished.

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
AND FINALLY … Please hand in material for the next Newslink to Hugh Morgans by the
end of the Morning service on Sunday, the 22nd of May, 2022.

