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Dear Friends, February 2022
In the musical, ‘Hamilton,’ the life story of American Founding Father, Alexander
Hamilton, the last song asks the question,’ Who tells your story?’ This question
gives us pause for reflection. What is our story, and who tells it?
We learn our faith from stories. Think of the stories we learned as children in
Sunday School and school. They were simple and exciting tales of Jonah in a fish
and Jesus feeding thousands of people from one little boy’s lunch. These stories
are precious and sacred. They shape us. The Bible itself is sometimes called a
library—for it contains stories about God from different times and different people.
The Gospels are good examples of the questions, ‘What is our story?’ and ‘Who
tells it?’ Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are each tales of Jesus of Nazareth, the
Christ. When we compare them, we see that though they may share some
individual stories, each gospel takes a slightly different focus, with different tales
and emphases. Luke’s Jesus addressed the poor and the foreigner in unique ways.
Matthew wrote for a Jewish audience which included unique references to Moses.
Mark told the basics, moving swiftly through Jesus’ ministry with no reference to his
birth. John was more theological, using language and signs to shape his story of
Jesus—with more focus on his teaching and the end of his life. Each Gospel is
‘good news’ told in unique ways for a specific audience. How many other stories
about Jesus circulated but were not included in the canon of scripture, like the
Gospel of Thomas, or were never written down? What is our story and who tells it?
We have been shaped by other stories. Our families have stories that we heard as
children. Stories about how our parents met, or the jobs they chose, or their
parents’ disciplines or service in the war. The stories they chose to tell shaped our
understanding of who we are, the values of that they passed on to us. Who told
those family stories? What was precious enough to pass onto us and we now share
with the children in our families?
Stories are important. From our catalogue of stories, what are the stories the church
now needs and wants to tell our neighbours? We face a challenge. The need in our
world is as great as it was in Roman controlled Israel or for the community in Exile.
What story do we want to share into this need? Do we want to say ‘God is love?’ Do
we want to talk about the Jesus who cared for the vulnerable? Do we want to reflect
on God’s care to create a world that sustained people and our role in that
provision? What is the story from our faith story that might connect with people
struggling to emerge from the isolation, fear, and loss of a pandemic?
As we emerge from the pandemic, we have an opportunity to reimagine the story of
God’s loving presence, to retell it in a way that connects with people today. God’s
story has been told to us by the authors of the bible. It is now our turn to tell it, to

share it, to connect it with people today. How will we do this in our world recovering
from a global pandemic?
Perhaps we speak of connection, a connection grounded in our interdependence
and gratitude, gratitude for the service given over the last two years. The story of
Jesus is one of
valuing all people and creating a community to find a ‘home’ for all. Are these the
stories, the threads, that bind us together in love?
Yours in Christ,
Martha and David
__________________________________________________________________

Dear all,
As you know, we continue to hold live services on the first
and third Sundays of the month, with a good number in
attendance. Junior church is also running, still meeting
separately for now, however these arrangments are (as with
all) reviewed at each deacons’ meeting. The limit of 30 has
been lifted, following recent changes to government
guidelines, however social distancing measures need to be
still in place for the time being while inside the building,
although as ever government and denominational guidance
and rules may change as the weeks go on. So, for the time being, we don’t need for
people to book to come in advance, but we continue to request information for
contact tracing. We are very grateful to all who are involved in the planning for and
taking services, which is more of a challenge than ever, therefore we would be
grateful to hear from anyone who is able to help with stewarding, making tea and
coffee (when we can start to offer this again), preparing communion and any other
tasks that enable the Sunday morning services to go ahead. Please just let Alison
or me know.

The development group continue to meet on a regular basis and will be reporting
when there is an update.
We hope to be able to hold more social events and have started
making plans to celebrate the Church’s birthday with our
(loosely!) annual Gift Day. This year, on Saturday 26th February,
we are hoping to hold an ‘afternoon tea’. Finer details will follow,
but it will probably take place at about 4pm, with tea/coffee,
sandwiches and cakes that you would expect at such an event,
hopefully some entertainment and who knows what else! More
information making its way to you when arrangements have
been finalised, but please note the date in your diaries for now.
The newly formed teens group continues to meet roughly twice per month, playing
games, and getting to know one another better, each time looking at themes of
interest, what the Bible says about it and considering what our response could be.
Might you be someone who could offer to lead part of a session? Do you have
something to share with these young people? Please have a chat with me or Abi if
you think you could offer your services, you will not regret spending a couple of
hours in the company of these young adults (we have snacks if that acts as an
incentive). You will hopefully remember as well that at the nativity service, most
households took home a pot of daffodil bulbs as a gift from the group (planted in
response to our session on the environment). Do we have any blooms yet? It would
be lovely to see some pictures if/when yours flower successfully, so please send
them to me and we will include them in the next newslink.
Best wishes to you all.
Fiona Harding, Church Secretary cucsecretary@hotmail.co.uk

The Junior Church Nativity play

Many thanks and congratulations to all those who contributed to the Junior
Church Nativity play - it was a triumph! Special thanks to Megan for her
imaginative script, to Richard for his technological know how, and to all who
created such a memorable event!

THOUGHTS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF NEWLY ERUPTING CONFLICT
As I sit down to write it is Holocaust Memorial Day, the anniversary of the Russian
liberation of Auschwitz on the 27th of January 1945, when I was almost a month older than
one. I first heard about this memorial on this day about 65 years ago, from Erik Bochove’s
mother. This was in the small town of Greenfield, Indiana, where I spent most of my
growing up.
Erik was the oldest kid in a Dutch family our church had sponsored when the post-war
housing crisis was so severe in the Netherlands (they had been living in one room in Erik’s
father’s parents’ house, Erik’s parents, his sister Marisa and a baby on the way). Marisa
told me about how well organised it had been, with the house we rented for them fully
furnished, the cupboards filled with tinned goods, plates, cookware and cutlery, the dresser
drawers filled with clothing in the appropriate sizes. You can imagine what an impact this
family made on the church and the broadening of its vision of the world. A number of
churches are doing the same for Afghan refugee families today, the church of one of my
best high school friends, for instance. .
Erik and I had been sitting on a bus waiting to take our scout troop on an overnight trip to
Chicago. I had never been to a big city, so I was quite excited. We all were—the
skyscrapers, the noise, the energy of power and big money. It was already dark, with snow
falling softly but steadily in huge flakes. The snow covered the bus like a heavy blanket
and felted the street leaving no car tracks visible. Erik sat beside me with a huge bag of
chicken sandwiches that I presumed he would become quite sick of by the time we were
on the way back home. Nothing was moving. We became aware that Charlie Jackson,
who was not only a Scout leader but also an elder in the Presbyterian church, was
standing outside conferring with Bill Davis, Wally Davis’s dad, about whether to go or not,
given the snow piling up. Sam Burden, one of the school janitors, was sitting in the driver’s
seat, tapping his fingers impatiently against the dashboard.
Finally they made the decision not to go. It was a wise one, but very disappointing. I would
be in my mid-twenties before I saw Chicago. So Erik and I walked home together through
the snow carpeted streets. I walked with Erik to his house, more because I enjoyed being
out in the snow than for any other reason. When we got there Erik’s parents joined us at
the dining room table for a hot cup of tea and, of course, some of Erik’s chicken
sandwiches. That is when his mother told me about the liberation of Auschwitz on this day.
All of a sudden this seemed a better place to be than Chicago.
The story that gripped me the most was the one she told about being caught in the dark
streets of Amersfoort (as I remember) after curfew. She was stopped by a German soldier,
her heart pounding, she said, but he gallantly escorted her home. As they got close to her
front door, however, the soldier spotted a man in the shadows, also out after curfew, and
without warning he shot the man, who dropped dead on the cobblestones. Then she told
the story of the “hongerwinter,” Dutch for the winter of famine when the Germans’ blockade
cut off food and fuel shipments from farm towns to the densely populated cities. Seeing

people in the streets fall dead from starvation was not an unusual sight. Millions were
affected.
Later Marieke and I became good friends with Erik’s younger sister, Marisa, as she calls
herself now, who came to visit us when we lived in Birmingham. Over the years I learned
some of the Bochove story I hadn’t been told before. Bert Bochove, their dad, had
sheltered 37 Jews during the war. You can read his story on the internet: just Google “Bert
Bochove.”
As a minister in that big city of Chicago myself, we lived in a Jewish neighbourhood—13
synagogues, two protestant churches and one Catholic. One night after some interfaith
event at our church I will never forget a Jewish lady, a Holocaust survivor, coming up to me
brimming with joy, with a broad smile, asking if she could come to our church to speak
about the Holocaust. I was taken aback, as if the Holocaust could be good news. And
indeed, it deepened my understanding of “the gospel” (the good news) considerably.
Sharing in another’s experience of affliction, becoming part of the story simply in the
hearing of it, or, as Jesus did on the cross, in joining our lives with the lives of those who
are shunned, makes the world a different place, a bigger, even ultimately a more jubilant
place. But it also teaches us never to forget the capacity of our hate to erupt again, as it
increasingly is today. The gospel, I learned, is something we do.
Tom Arthur
______________________________________________________________________________
__

A message from Doreen Cassam
My grateful thanks to you all for the lovely card and beautiful flowers which Alison and
Marieke kindly brought to me on your behalf for my 90th birthday. Thank you, too, to those
who sent individual cards and flowers, and all the phone calls and kind wishes to help me
celebrate my special day. I really appreciated everyone. It is so nice to feel such love and
care from my church family.
God bless you all,
Doreen
______________________________________________________________________________
__

PASTORAL NEWS
We continue to think of Tom Arthur who is awaiting treatment. We hope you
will not have to wait too long Tom. We also think of Marieke in her caring for
Tom. You are both always in our prayers.
Liz Williams has been in hospital for a bowel cancer operation. She is
recovering very well and she is very positive. Take care, Liz, and we hope it
will not be too long before we see you back in Church.
David Thompson has been having tests in Llandough. We trust that they are
able to help you, David.
Catherine Blakemore continues to receive treatment, but on the whole she is
doing very well and is in good spirits. Keep it up, Catherine.
Alison Walker has been unwell over the last few weeks. We hope you are on

the road to recovery. Take care.
Toni Edwards, Jean Hawkins and Barbara Jones have been poorly. To you,
and to all who have been unwell during the last two months, we hope you are
feeling better now, and we look forward to seeing you on a Sunday morning
soon.
Best wishes to Alan Farnham, as he mover to his new flat.
It is good news that we will soon be able to worship normally shortly. We look
forward to that time.
Audrey Takle
_____________________________________________________________
A message from Liz Williams
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has sent cards and
telephoned me with get well wishes since my recent operation. I'd particularly
like to thank Audrey Takle for her support. I'm recovering well and looking
forward to getting back to church as soon as I feel able.

Sunday Lectionary Readings
7th February, 2022 Out of Depth
Isaiah 6.1-8,(9-13); Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15.1-11; Luke 5.1-11
The setting for this story is simple and commonplace: fishermen beside their boats
cleaning their nets after a failed catch. They feel defeated, out of their depth, yet Jesus
sees differently and draws these fishermen to new depths of life. When they trust his
advice to venture into deep waters, not only do they pull in a miraculous catch, they also
become caught up in the story of Jesus.
This week’s readings explore being called by God and how we respond. Like Isaiah and
Peter, we might feel unworthy. We might have to jump in at the deep end. We might feel
out of our depth. Do we have the courage to say ‘Yes’ anyway?
This week we explore being caught up in God’s story.
13th February, 2022 Overflowing Blessing
Jeremiah 17.5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15.12-20; Luke 6.17-26
In Luke, this passage takes place at the bottom of a hill (not on ‘the mount’ where we hear
the parallel passage, the Beatitudes, in Matthew’s Gospel). Luke’s version has balanced

sets of four blessings and woes. Jesus was not spelling out four ways to be happy. Rather,
he was describing the way things are inside and outside the kingdom. There is both a
present (such as the rich having had the rewards) and a future (such as you will be filled,
laugh) reference in the blessings and woes.
Jesus’ good news of the kingdom of God turns the world upside down. We are encouraged
to live a blessed life. It is good to reflect on the blessings from God. We are blessed to be
a blessing to others.
This week we explore being blessed by God and a blessing to others.
20th February, 2022 Measure for Measure
Genesis 45.3-11,15; Psalm 37.1-11,39-40; 1 Corinthians 15.35-38,42-50; Luke 6.27-38
Jesus is talking to a large number of disciples. He is challenging them to behave differently
to the way they have been brought up. It is as radical and uncomfortable to hear this
teaching today as it was for Jesus’ first
disciples. The Old Testament call to love our neighbours as ourselves referred only to
fellow Israelites, whereas Jesus is clearly advocating love and merciful treatment for
everyone – our neighbours, friends, enemies and ourselves.
Within a culture that upheld the law as a way of life, Jesus presents a new way to live. Not
a set of dos and don’ts – it is about the attitude of the heart. How can we love our enemies
today?
This week we explore learning to love the enemy – within, and without.
27th February, 2022 Pilgrim's Progress
Exodus 34.29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2; Luke 9.28-36,(37-43)
Jesus has recently told his disciples that he is going to die, which has left them feeling
upset and confused. He then takes some of his closest disciples away to pray with him,
where they share a ‘mountaintop’ experience as Jesus’ face and clothes change to
become a dazzling white! The disciples are frightened but hear a heavenly voice telling
them to listen to Jesus. They go back down the mountain, not telling others what they have
seen, but straight away Jesus continues to heal and people are amazed by him.
We all have mountaintop experiences. Peter, James and John certainly did, and they were
changed by their experience. But they could not remain there; the journey down below had
to continue.
This week we explore capturing moments of change.
6th March, 2022 Lent 1 : With an Open Hand
Deuteronomy 26.1-11; Psalm 91.1-2,9-16; Romans 10.8b-13; Luke 4.1-13
This passage comes immediately after Jesus’ baptism and the voice from heaven
declaring that Jesus is God’s Son. Jesus is led from that declaration of love into the
wilderness where he is confronted with real questions and temptations about using power
to gain instant results. However, he uses Scripture as a reminder of God’s bigger story and
a guide as to how to respond.
Lent is often depicted as giving up things; this week’s readings offer a different
perspective. Deuteronomy is about remembering with generosity. The temptations in the
Gospel reveal the bigger picture that saying ‘Yes’ to God is the true path to glory. Jesus’

identity lies not in miracles, power or celebrity but in service – an open hand not a grasping
fist.
This week we explore living well within God’s bigger story.
13th March, 2022 Lent 2 : Today, tomorrow and the next day.
Genesis 15.1-12,17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3.17-4.1; Luke 13.31-35
Jesus recognises that the Pharisees are trying to distract him from his mission and
ministry but, despite the apparent danger, he is not dissuaded. He knows that his journey
to Jerusalem will be a journey to his death, but he does not speak about it in terms of
being courageous, nor as a scornfully fierce martyrdom to expose the corruption of
Jerusalem. He simply states his purpose.
Our core values are those beliefs or convictions that trigger our responses or behaviour.
We may pretend to be what we are not, but over time or under pressure our core values
are revealed.
This week we explore our core values and how they affect our behaviour.
20th March,2022 Lent 3: One More Year
Those discussing terrible events that took place in Galilee assume that the cause must
rest in a sinful past. Jesus challenges this assumption and introduces another story of
suffering, making the point that suffering happens in many places and for many reasons.
He wants his listeners to learn from these events, not by looking to the past, but by
considering their own future. He tells a parable that offers hope in terms of another
chance, one more year to produce fruit.
Whether we are talking about physical seeds, or seeds in our lives – ideas or plans,
change and growth takes time. It requires patience and perseverance. And, always
necessary when dealing with flawed human beings, it requires prayer.
This week we explore taking time to change for the better.

27th March, 2022 Lent 4
Joshua 5.9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5.16-21; Luke 15.1-3,11b-32
Jesus tells the religious leaders a parable about a father and his two sons, to demonstrate
how God welcomes back those who have wandered far from him. An errant son comes to
his senses and returns home. The son who has remained at home struggles with the
welcome his brother receives. Their loving father goes out to meet each of them halfway,
inviting them both to enjoy all that he has given them.
On Mothering Sunday, we appreciate the presence and importance of nurturing love for
us. Life’s challenges can mean we forget this love. We can become lost through the
mistakes and wrong choices we make, or perhaps by the pressure and responsibility we
feel under to get things right. The joy is that God’s outrageous love is always, always
there, welcoming us home again.
This week we explore two ways of being lost, one way to be found.
3rd April, 2022 Lent 5 : It just pours out!
Isaiah 43.16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3.4b-14; John 12.1-8

Jesus spends time in the house of his friends. In an outpouring of thanks for raising her
brother from the dead, Mary pours oil over Jesus’ feet and washes them with her hair. This
act was an extravagant gesture that went against the social codes of the time. Judas’
indignation at the waste might reflect how many would have felt. When Jesus defends
Mary, he is not promoting a disregard for the poor but highlighting the power of her
gratitude.
Today we explore being thankful to God, appreciating the big and little things that make life
special, that make us feel alive and express our love to God.
This week we explore living thankfully.
________________________________________________________________________
Another Keith Flynn
cartoon

CANTON UNITING CHURCH was established in 1995 when New Trinity United Reformed
Church joined with Llandaff Road Baptist Church and in 2013 joined with Grand Avenue
United Reformed Church Ely which in 2005 had united with Saintwell URC. We are
committed to ecumenism through our links with Cytûn, the Covenanted Churches and
Churches Together in Canton. Our previous minister was the Chair of the Committee of the
Covenanted Baptists which, with the Church in Wales, the Presbyterian, Methodist and
United Reformed Churches seeks to bring about the goal of uniting together.
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USUAL WEEKLY DIARY & MONTHLY EVENTS The Wednesday evening prayers on Zoom have finished.

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
AND FINALLY … Please hand in material for the next Newslink to Hugh Morgans by the
end of the Morning service on Sunday, the 20th of March, 2022.

