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Into the Darkest Hour
Madeline L’Engle
It was a time like this,
War & tumult of war,
a horror in the air.
Hungry yawned the abyss and yet there came the star
and the child most wonderfully there.
It was time like this
of fear & lust for power,
license & greed and blight and yet the Prince of bliss
came into the darkest hour
in quiet & silent light.
And in a time like this
how to celebrate his birth
when all things fall apart?
Ah! Wonderful it is
with no room on the earth
the stable is our heart.

Dear Friends,

December 2021 It is Advent.

We don’t need to ask what your plans are. We don’t need to ask whether you are
ready. Of course, these are important aspects of any conversation in December,
but, perhaps what we have learned in the last few years is that life surprises us. Joy
and sorrow mingle in our lives in unexpected ways. We cannot avoid them. So, we
make plans, but they go astray, and Christmas happens whether we feel ready or
our plans have gone perfectly or not.
Advent has traditionally been the time we spiritually prepare for Christmas. We
don’t just physically prepare to welcome family and friends, we spiritually prepare
for God’s coming again in Jesus. I wonder, however, whether this year instead of
focusing on preparing physically and spiritually, we might focus on ‘noticing.’
Noticing, in this case, means looking closely at what is happening in life, and, in this
case, ‘noticing’ where God is present in our lives and our world.

It is easy to see the broken places in the world, where God seems absent, where
selfishness and power appear to blot the love of God from being present. And
Madeline L’Engle’s poem reminds us that the world that is never ready, yet still
God’s love breaks in. Perhaps we could put aside our rushing and pause to notice
the places where we love is present, where people are reflecting God to others?
Perhaps we could also pause and notice those broken places where we would like
to see God’s love break in and join our prayers with others seeking God in those
settings.
Perhaps through Advent we can offer our own hearts and hopes to connect to
God’s love while we wait for the joyful birth of Jesus.
Yours in Christ,
David and Martha

_____________________________________________________________
One of the brilliant cartoons by Keith Flynn

News from Race Alliance Wales
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PASTORAL NEWS
It has been great to be able to worship regularly on a Sunday morning again. I know
this has been greatly appreciated by all.
Thank you Martha, and all who participated in the service of remembrance for our
members who had died during the last 2 years. It was a very moving service and
appreciated by all.
Sylvia Neate has been very frail for a few years, and we were sorry to hear of her
death. Sylvia had been ill for some time, being cared for at home and in hospital.
She died at home after being cared for by home nurses and the loving care of Cathy
and neighbours. She will be missed by the Music Group and all who knew her. Our
sympathy is extended to her sister Mavis, and family.
Toni Edwards had a fall recently. We hope you are feeling better now Toni, take care.
Catherine Blakemore is still having treatment, but remains in good spirits.
David Thompson is still undergoing treatment and we hope that he will soon be
restored to much better health.
After years of trouble walking, an x ray has revealed that Tom Arthur has a broken
hip and he is hoping for a date for an operation.
Liz Williams is also awaiting a date for surgery. We hope that they will hear soon.
Also we think of all of our fellowship who have been unwell during the last two
months.
Congratulations to Cindy and Tom, on the birth of Caian, a brother for Arwyn and
Nye.

Christmas Greetings
To all my lovely church family,
Faith, hope and love this Christmas.
In the year to come, I wish you blessings and
peace,

Best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a
healthy New Year to all at Canton Uniting
Church,
Jean Hawkins

Doreen

Liz, David, Nia, Lowri and Amelia would like
to wish our Canton Uniting Church family a
blessed Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Best wishes from Ken Woods to
everyone at Canton Uniting Church,
for this Christmastide and for 2022.

May God bless you with peace and
surround you with his love at Christmas
and in the new year.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.”
Happy Christmas

Fred and Rowena

from Tom and Marieke

Joy & Dave would like to wish you
all every blessing for Christmas
and the New Year

Best wishes for Christmas and for
2022. Thanks for your support over
the last year.
Alan (F)

Wishing everybody
a good and happy Christmas

Wishing all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year,

Barbara (Jones)

Abby, Matt, Brooke and Toby

Phil and Ceri wish all their CUC family a
very special Christmas - looking forward
to sharing worship with you again over
the Advent season and in 2022!

Christmas Greetings to all,
and best wishes for 2022.

Best wishes for a Happy Christmas
Love,
Ann and Tom

Happy Christmas
and best wishes for the New Year,
Bronwen

Best wishes and joy to share
with the church family at CUC,
Michael, Katie, Isla, Leo and Tait

Boldog karácsonyi ünnepeket!
Nadolig Llawen i chi gyd!
Cariad,
Hugh, Barbara a Bence

Every Blessing at Christmas and in the
coming year, from the Atherton Family

To Everyone at Canton Uniting Church,
Wishing you all a Very Happy Christmas
and a Healthy and Happy New Year.
From Jan Richens.

Audrey Takle

Sunday Lectionary Readings
5th December, 2021: Advent 2, The Great Leveller
Malachi 3.1-4; Luke 1.68-79 (Benedictus); Philippians 1.3-11; Luke 3.1-6
John the Baptist hears God’s word and begins a ministry, baptizing people as a sign of
repentance and telling those he meets that Jesus will be for all people. His work echoes
the prophecy in Isaiah, that there will be a voice crying out to prepare the way of the Lord.
Isaiah shows that Jesus’ message is one of equality – not just for the rich and powerful
and not just for the Jews.
Signs are important to us. They can tell us how to behave, where to go – and where not to
go! A sign might tell us that the road ahead is bumpy, but probably not that it is smooth!
But this week, we are going to see how Jesus is a sign for everyone that, regardless of
who we are or what we do, we are all equal in the sight of God.
This week we explore John as a sign that Jesus is for all.
12th December, 2021: What Then Should We do?
Zephaniah 3.14-20; Isaiah 12.2-6 (Canticle); Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18
John tells those who have come to be baptized that their faith needs to make a difference
to their everyday living. He shares three kinds of teaching: a warning to the crowds not to
rely on their religious pedigree; advice on some simple ways to live justly; and a prophetic
promise about the greatness of the one who is to come. His listeners ask what they need
to do. John’s response is not without cost to the individual. He also speaks directly to the
situations of those asking the questions –and speaks of how they can relate to others.
The crowd that came to John for baptism thought ancestry was enough, and they didn’t
need to do any more than that. Perhaps we think that calling ourselves Christian, or
attending church, is enough. But it isn’t. We are called to ‘bear good fruit’, and the
responsibility for that lies with us.
This week we explore being a sign of the good news in our everyday lives.
19th December, 2021: Blessed Are You?
Micah 5.2-5a; Luke 1.46b-55 (Magnificat); Hebrews 10.5-10; Luke 1.39-45(46- 55)
This passage takes place when Mary found she was pregnant and went to visit her cousin,
Elizabeth, who was already pregnant with a baby who would become John the Baptist.
Mary and Elizabeth greet each other with blessings and then Mary praises God for the
blessings she has received. There must have been something very special about Mary’s
greeting as Luke mentions it three times.
Blessings – even if we are not quite sure exactly what it means in all the contexts in which
we might use the word – are very much still with us, and associated with comings and
goings, greetings, and partings.
This week we explore exchanging signs of greeting and blessing.

25th December, 2021: Pondering Celebration
Isaiah 9.2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-14, (15-20)
Jesus is born in Bethlehem and placed in a manger. Shepherds from the surrounding hills
are summoned by angels to visit him. Amid the busyness of the angels celebrating and the
shepherds hurrying to Bethlehem, we find Mary quietly pondering what Jesus’ birth means.
Taking time to ponder is something that Mary comes back to again and again throughout
the stories of Jesus’ life. Stories full of the ordinary and extraordinary together – as are our
stories if we take time to ponder too.
This week we explore making sense of extraordinary moments.
26th December, 2021: Looking for Jesus
1 Samuel 2.18-20,26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3.12-17; Luke 2.41-52
On a Passover visit, the young Jesus separates from his family and stays behind in
Jerusalem. He discusses the Scriptures in the Temple. Mary and Joseph anxiously search
for him. This passage is the last we see of Jesus as a child, and here we see his need to
balance obedience to his earthly parents with devotion to his heavenly father; those in the
Temple and his parents learn from Jesus about what his role on earth is. We also see
Jesus learning from his parents and growing in his family setting.
Where do we look for wisdom? How do we share our wisdom?
This week we explore sharing and growing in wisdom.
2nd January, 2022: No Going Back!
Isaiah 60.1-6; Psalm 72.1-7,10-14; Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 2.1-12
The wise men journey through the darkness, trusting that a star will lead them to a child.
Herod sees this birth of a new king as a threat. But the wise men arrive safely and worship
the Christ child, overwhelmed with joy and hope. However, they avoid Herod on their
journey home.
As we recall the journey of the magi, we also explore the journeys we make as individuals
and as church communities, and where they might lead us in the coming year. Emerging
from the difficult journeys of the past couple of years with renewed hope, Jesus walks
beside us.
This week we explore emerging from the darkness with new hope.
9th January, 2022: Re-sourced by God
Isaiah 43.1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-17,21-22
This is the first time in Luke’s Gospel we meet the adult Jesus, as he comes forward for
baptism. John’s call to repentance, meaning a change of mind, made people wonder if he
was the promised Messiah. John makes it clear that the Messiah is still to come and will
baptize with the Holy Spirit. When Jesus is baptized, the Holy Spirit comes on him and
God’s voice names him as beloved – a true sign of who Jesus is.
We have been called by name and we belong to God, we too are his beloved children.
This week’s passage prompts us to explore what that ‘belovedness’ means, and what it is
that re-sources and refreshes us.
This week we explore knowing ourselves to be loved.

16th January, 2022: All in God’s Time
Isaiah 62.1-5; Psalm 36.5-10; 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a; John 2.1-11
Immediately after calling the disciples, we witness Jesus’ first miracle while he and his
mother Mary are at a wedding celebration and the wine runs out. Jesus is encouraged by
Mary to help the situation and instructs the servants to fill six jugs with water. Much to
everyone’s astonishment, as the liquid is poured out of the jugs what comes out is the
finest wine, and his new disciples believe in him.
This week’s passage prompts questions about transformation, both in our own lives and
our communities. Where do we see God doing extraordinary things in our everyday
ordinary lives? Where are the everyday miracles and how is God transforming us into
something beautiful?
This week we celebrate God transforming the ordinary for everyone
23rd January, 2022: Set Free To Serve
Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a; Luke 4.14-21
Jesus goes to his home synagogue in Nazareth. He reads out some verses from the scroll
of Isaiah to the people present. He tells them that this Scripture is coming true today. The
people listening to Jesus in the synagogue for the first time where he had grown up would
have been shocked. They are hearing a neighbour expressing revolutionary views.
The readings remind us that God’s justice is for everyone, affirm our equality in God’s eyes
and that we are all valuable, and invite us to take action in support of our community.
This week we explore the call to stand alongside one another.
30th January, 2022 Dare to Speak
Jeremiah 1.4-10; Psalm 71.1-6; 1 Corinthians 13.1-13; Luke 4.21-30
This week’s reading follows on from last with Jesus having read the Scripture in the
synagogue. Jesus continues by telling them stories about Elijah and Elisha and how it was
outsiders that they served; that sometimes God chooses Gentiles over Jews. The people
are enraged, and they respond by trying to throw him off a cliff, but Jesus responds by
walking away.
We are encouraged to listen to the voice of God, and to the voices of those we often
ignore, even when their messages are disquieting. And we are encouraged to find our
voice: to speak God’s word, and to speak for those whose voices need amplifying.
This week we explore hearing and responding to challenging voices
7th February, 2022 Out of Depth
Isaiah 6.1-8,(9-13); Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15.1-11; Luke 5.1-11
The setting for this story is simple and commonplace: fishermen beside their boats
cleaning their nets after a failed catch. They feel defeated, out of their depth, yet Jesus
sees differently and draws these fishermen to new depths of life. When they trust his
advice to venture into deep waters, not only do they pull in a miraculous catch, they also
become caught up in the story of Jesus.
This week’s readings explore being called by God and how we respond. Like Isaiah and
Peter, we might feel unworthy. We might have to jump in at the deep end. We might feel
out of our depth. Do we have the courage to say ‘Yes’ anyway?
This week we explore being caught up in God’s story.

CANTON UNITING CHURCH was established in 1995 when New Trinity United Reformed
Church joined with Llandaff Road Baptist Church and in 2013 joined with Grand Avenue
United Reformed Church Ely which in 2005 had united with Saintwell URC. We are
committed to ecumenism through our links with Cytûn, the Covenanted Churches and
Churches Together in Canton. Our previous minister was the Chair of the Committee of the
Covenanted Baptists which, with the Church in Wales, the Presbyterian, Methodist and
United Reformed Churches seeks to bring about the goal of uniting together.
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USUAL WEEKLY DIARY & MONTHLY EVENTS The Wednesday evening prayers on Zoom have finished.

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
AND FINALLY … Please hand in material for the next Newslink to Hugh Morgans by the
end of the Morning service on Sunday, the 23rd of January, 2022.

