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Dear Friends,

October 2021

2 October 1993—can you remember, if you were born—what you were doing then? We
landed at Manchester Airport to begin our work on the Wirral with two churches.
We knew we would have to learn new things and adjust to a new culture, but life was full of
surprises. The first Harvest, Martha, not knowing any different, picked the wrong kinds of
hymns. She had to be told to change to Harvest hymns. One time someone asked one of
us to pray for them so we stopped in the aisle of the church and prayed with him, making
the gentleman quite uncomfortable.
We quickly learned that though we all spoke English, people used vocabulary that we did
not understand. We had to listen carefully to determine the meaning in the context of the
conversation.
Coming to Wales has had similar elements of learning—not just a different language—but
a national culture. We had been listening carefully, attempting to understand the
significance of Welsh identity.
Each church community has a culture. We suggest that ‘church’ culture is an unknown to
many people. Church-speak doesn’t make sense to other people. ‘Sin’ may not be a word
which connects with people, but most understand the need for ‘forgiveness.’ Eating the
body and drinking the blood of Jesus may seem strange, but people often understand the
need to eat with your family. In one sense, communion is a meal we share with God and
our extended family. We know it is more than that, but that is a basic meaning people is
something outside the church might understand. We could go on with examples, but you
get the point.
We worship together. Worship is an important part of church ‘language’ which may not
connect with those not part of church. How else can we create a community that is open
and uses ordinary language and ordinary actions to connect with our neighbours? This is
mission.
Our desire to show God’s love in our community may demand we learn a new language in
order to relate to those who don’t know our language. It may require listening carefully to
determine what their language is and how our stories connect. It may require creating a
new way of ‘worshipping.’ Maybe we have a meal regularly and asking ‘spiritual’ questions,
listening to each other and exploring our responses. This may focus our hearts on God as
much as a service with hymns, prayers, readings, and sermons. It might even connect
more closely with helping us understand how to follow Jesus in our everyday lives.
As we emerge from Pandemic lockdowns, we face into how to be church. Perhaps the
most important part of our calling now is to listen—to each other, to God, and to our
communities. Perhaps in the listening, we will find God calling revealed.
We look forward to listening together.
Yours in Christ,
Martha and David

URC Holiday Forum 2021
Together with Rowena and Fred, Bronwyn and Jan, I (Ken) attended Holiday Forum at Swanwick
in Derbyshire from 21st to 27th August. It was good to return to meeting friends in person again,
after the on-line Forum in 2020. For people who could not attend physically this year, some of the
sessions including the entertainment evening were made available on Zoom.
People at Forum are free to go along to whatever they choose - worship sessions, talks,
discussion, games, concert, walk. A separate programme was available to the young people, who
clearly very much enjoyed themselves. I particularly appreciated the talks and opportunities to
wander round the two small lakes on site.
The morning talks were well attended and well received.
The speaker this year was Professor Anthony Reddie,
Director of the Oxford Centre for Religion and Culture at
Regent’s Park College, Oxford University.
His research specialities include Black and liberation
theology. His talks were profound but easy to follow. It was
peppered with some lovely humour - his imitation of the
Brummy accent (his degree education was at Birmingham
University) reminded me of Lennie Henry!
Anthony’s theme for Forum week was Living with a Loving Difference. This included celebrating
diversity, exploring the dangers of trying to enforce conformity, resolving different points of view
amicably, our picturing of who Jesus was, and how God views difference.
You would probably find it tedious for me to try and explain the full content of what Anthony had to
say. You may, however, be interested in some of his challenging quotes, which I show below.
Please note that they are not verbatim. Comments in brackets are my attempts at unpacking the
context in which the quotes were made.
• There is no such thing as ‘race’; only the human race.
• Don’t tell me you’re colour blind. Either you’re deluded or lying. [Based on our life experience and
education, we all have inbuilt assumptions - for better or worse - which come into play when we
engage with others, including those with a different skin colour.]
• Our meeting structures - in the Church and elsewhere - discriminate against those who
prefer/need to reflect before coming to a final opinion. [Agendas are such that items are presented,
discussed and voted on in a serial manner, thereby finalising items with little chance of
reconsideration. A solution might be to have circular agendas rather than straight line, where the
meeting participants can start an item and then come back to it later after a time for reflection.]
• The Church doesn’t do conflict well. [We find it hard to disagree without being disagreeable.]
• Control is anathema to God, including control through structures or creeds.
• Who benefits from what we do as a Church?
• Is the Jesus we envisage for ourselves in the Church of privilege the same Jesus who is in the
Gospel of justice?
• If we say we believe in a God of love and compassion but don’t act on behalf of the poor and
marginalised, then we are not speaking truthfully.
• In retelling the story of the Good Samaritan, it’s never queried why no-one is fixing the unsafe
road to Jericho.
Will I be going to Holiday Forum next year? That’s certainly my intention.
Ken Woods

Stepwise Faith-filled Life on Thursdays this autumn across the Synod
Where do I go now?
So many aspects of our lives have been affected by events of the past eighteen months.
This is particularly true of our church life and dependence on God. We have been forced
as church communities to find new ways to gather, new ways to stay in touch and new
ways to worship. And we have discovered, often to our surprise, that God is at work
outside our usual ways of meeting with him.
We believe that, as we ponder these changes and begin to imagine what our churches
might look like in the future, it is time for us consider who God is calling us to be and what
he is calling us to do.
Stepwise Faith-filled Life
Sign up for Faith-filled Life, the six session Stepwise stream running on Thursday evenings
this autumn via Zoom and in local churches. This is suitable for everyone in our churches.
It is geared to people who have not continued in education after school, as well as to those
who have.
The Stepwise Stream is more about reflecting, experiencing and deepening relationships
than gaining knowledge. It is designed to be stimulating and life enhancing, respecting
different learning styles and celebrating the skills and experience of participants. Topics
covered include, finding God in the everyday, the Bible, God’s calling and outreach into the
local community.
One is never too old to learn, one is never too experienced to receive words of wisdom
and we all need encouragement on our faith journey.
The Faith-filled Life Stepwise stream offers so much and in such a different way that I
received a great deal from the time spent listening and the sharing. I learnt to see God in
everything, yes everything. The course is well constructed, building from one segment to
another. The work you are asked to do before each segment is challenging but fruitful.
Chris
“We liked the sharing and interaction with others and the growing together as a group.”
Sheila and Ruth
“It's great as the weeks progress to learn to relax and share real issues with each other
and to encourage each other through fellowship and prayer.” Pete
What do I do next?
• Sessions are from 7:30-9pm on Thursdays 23rd Sept, 7th & 21st Oct, 4th & 18th Nov and
2nd Dec.
• Contact Synod training officer Jason Askew: jason.askew.urcwales@urc.org.uk by
Thursday 16th Sept to register your interest.
• There is a contribution of £10-30 towards costs, but Synod grants are available.

PASTORAL NEWS
It is great to meet again for worship in the Church and be able to have coffee and a chat
after service.
Congratulations to Barbara Jones who celebrated her 90th Birthday in September.
Congratulations also to Adam Keenor and his wife, Lottie, who were married on the 4th of
September at Albany Baptist Church, and good luck to Jenny who will be getting married to
Kerry Mills on the 2nd of October.
Keith Bick has moved from Theobald Road to accommodation in Rookwood Hospital. We
hope he will be happy there.
Catherine Blakemore is still undergoing treatment, but is always cheerful and she wishes to
be remembered to everyone. We think of you, Catherine, and keep you in our prayers.
Tom Arthur is still unwell, but continues to go for a walk every day, weather permitting.
Sylvia Neate has been moved to St David’s Hospital after spending several weeks in
Llandough. We send our love to you Sylvia, and hope it will not be too long before you will
be able to go home.
To all our young people, and also the not so young, who have had COVID, or have been
unwell for various reasons. You are all in our prayers, and we hope you are all feeling
better now.
Audrey Takle

_____________________________________________________________

Harvest Appeal
Sisters stronger together. United we can save lives.
The seasons change, but love and community remain, strong and
constant. Could you help more communities around the world build a new life, full of hope?
In Malawi, women are struggling in the face of the climate crisis. Extreme weather is
affecting crops; cyclones have destroyed homes, floods have washed away livestock.
The climate crisis is pushing them deeper into poverty. In the aftermath of floods, they
have lost nearly everything. Food is scarce and there is no money to educate their
children.
But people are uniting and changing their lives together.
With your support, women are joining forces to change their lives and overcome poverty.

Sunday Lectionary Readings
3rd October, 2021
Genesis 2.18-24; Psalm 8; Hebrews 1.1-4; 2.5-12; Mark 10.2-16
Some Pharisees test Jesus by asking about divorce. In response, Jesus honours the ideal
of marriage and the equality of both partners. When the disciples try to stop people
bringing children to Jesus, he says that the kingdom of God involves childlike acceptance;
they should be allowed to come to him. Jesus’ way is invitational; he invites everyone to
come to him and to be shown the love of God.
This week’s passages help us to look at relationships between God and his creation, men
and women, children and society, and to think about who and what matters to God and
how we show that through the words and actions of Jesus and the attitudes of society.
This week we explore who or what matters to God.

10th October, 2021: A Wise Heart
Amos 5.6-7,10-15; Psalm 90.12-17; Hebrews 4.12-16; Mark 10.17-31
A rich man asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus challenges him to sell
his possessions and give the money to the poor. The man feels unable to do this; he is too
attached to what he has. This, Jesus says, makes it hard for rich people to enter the
kingdom; following him involves sacrifice and letting go.
We are reminded that eternal life cannot be bought or achieved through completing a list
of tasks but only by being in relationship with God. Loving God is the most important thing
we can do, and that must come first.
This week we explore what can get in the way of our relationship with God.

17th October, 2021: All in this Together
Isaiah 53.4-12; Psalm 91.1-2,9-16; Hebrews 5.1-10; Mark 10.35-45
Two of Jesus’ disciples ask for special positions and recognition. This causes resentment
among the rest of the disciples. But this bold, audacious or perhaps foolish request from
the disciples provides Jesus with an opportunity to teach about how greatness in God’s
kingdom is achieved. It is not about position, he
says, but about serving others; it is not about being first, but being prepared to be last.
Ideas about ‘greatness’ do not seem to have changed very much since the time of Jesus.
But if ‘being prepared to be last’ does not mean ‘be a doormat’, then what does it mean?
This week we explore working out our place in Jesus’ community.

24th October, 2021: Blind Faith
Jeremiah 31.7-9; Psalm 126; Hebrews 7.23-28; Mark 10.46-52
The crowd following Jesus are stopped by a cry from the roadside. Bartimaeus – a man
seen as an outsider, deemed not valuable enough for Jesus’ attention – sees what others
didn’t or couldn’t. He recognised who Jesus was and the hope that could be found in him.
Bartimaeus had heard about Jesus, and now he called out to him with complete faith that
the teacher could and would heal him. Jesus told Bartimaeus that his faith had cured him.

In hearing the cry and responding, Jesus teaches everyone to see life in a different way,
from a new perspective.
This week we explore seeing and being seen.

31st October, 2021: Love is …..
Deuteronomy 6.1-9; Psalm 119.1-8; Hebrews 9.11-14; Mark 12.28-34
A scribe, a Jewish teacher, asks Jesus about the most important of Moses’
commandments. Jesus gives the ‘correct’ answer from the perspective of Jewish
Scripture, but also offers an addition, giving a clear insight into what lies at the heart of his
spiritual mission. The scribe takes Jesus’ answer to mean that love for God and neighbour
is more important than Temple worship, and Jesus commends him for his wisdom.
This week we explore our commitment to love God, ourselves and others.

7th November, 2021: Giving Your All
1 Kings 17.8-16; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9.24-28; Mark 12.38-44
In Mark’s Gospel, this scene takes place just after Jesus has made his triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, and in the last few chapters before his death. The crowds love him, but the
religious teachers are threatened and now begin, in earnest, to try to find ways to trip him
up so that they can legitimately silence him. But Jesus continues to speak out. Jesus is
critical of the greed he sees in Jerusalem and its Temple; he contrasts the showy
donations made by the rich elite with the tiny, but proportionally much greater, amount
given by a poor widow.
If we include the story from 1 Kings, we are asked to consider two widows who give
everything they have. The one who so generously cares for Elijah is left only with God’s
promise, delivered through Elijah’s prophetic words. The generous actions of the other is
used by Jesus to teach about the sacrificial giving.
This week we explore living and giving generously.

14th November, 2021 Hidden Promise
Daniel 12.1-3; Psalm 16; Hebrews 10.11-14(15-18)19-25; Mark 13.1-8
In response to a disciple’s admiration of the Temple, Jesus predicts its complete
destruction. He warns his followers against the attractions of leaders who make empty
promises. Rather than be overwhelmed by what must take place, we’re told not to be
alarmed – just as joy comes following the pain of childbirth, these earthly pains hold the
promise of God’s kingdom to come. Sometimes it’s hard to find a path through troubling
times, and we often flounder in the face of real difficulty. It can be helpful to be reminded
that what we are going through almost certainly has been experienced before, and there is
much wisdom from those who have gone before us that can sustain us until the light
appears once more.
This week we explore finding a path through difficult times.

21st November, 2021: Listen To My Voice
Daniel 7.9-10,13-14; Psalm 93; Revelation 1.4b-8; John 18.33-37
These events take place in the morning after Jesus was arrested. He has been put on trial
by the religious leaders, now he is brought before the Roman leader, Pilate. Jesus and
Pilate’s exchange reveals the vast difference between Pilate’s understanding of kingship
and authority and Jesus’. For Pilate this is about rules and power; for Jesus it is about truth
and community. This is Jesus making it clear why he is here. He has come to make the
truth known.
But, as Pilate asked, what is truth? This too means different things to different people –
remember the Brexit bus, or the US elections in 2020? We read in the
New Testament that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life – if we truly believe that, we
need to learn to listen to his voice in all that we do, think or say.
This week we explore what it means to belong to the truth

28th November, 2021: Advent 1, Heads Up
Jeremiah 33.14-16; Psalm 25.1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13; Luke 21.25-36
The Gospel reading is set in Holy Week, a day or two before the arrest of Jesus. He had
caused uproar in the Temple and spoken to the crowds. Both sets of religious leaders, the
Sadducees and the Pharisees, tried to trap Jesus in arguments. At first glance this
passage can seem full of big, threatening images. Yet, if we keep reading, we see the
signs of hope: the buds on the tree heralding summer; the signs of God’s kingdom; and
the encouragement to ‘raise your heads’ (v.28).
Sometimes it can be hard to see the joy that awaits, that will come…in time. But even in
the most hostile of environments, there are signs of life. Indeed, life often needs a tough
start in order to grow – e.g. a hard winter or a forest fire. Perhaps it’s the same for us, too.
In tough times, we need to look for those little signs of hope.
This week we explore looking for small signs of hope.

5th December, 2021: Advent 2, The Great Leveller
Malachi 3.1-4; Luke 1.68-79 (Benedictus); Philippians 1.3-11; Luke 3.1-6
John the Baptist hears God’s word and begins a ministry, baptizing people as a sign of
repentance and telling those he meets that Jesus will be for all people. His work echoes
the prophecy in Isaiah, that there will be a voice crying out to prepare the way of the Lord.
Isaiah shows that Jesus’ message is one of equality – not just for the rich and powerful
and not just for the Jews.
Signs are important to us. They can tell us how to behave, where to go – and where not to
go! A sign might tell us that the road ahead is bumpy, but probably not that it is smooth!
But this week, we are going to see how Jesus is a sign for everyone that, regardless of
who we are or what we do, we are all equal in the sight of God.
This week we explore John as a sign that Jesus is for all.

CANTON UNITING CHURCH was established in 1995 when New Trinity United Reformed
Church joined with Llandaff Road Baptist Church and in 2013 joined with Grand Avenue
United Reformed Church Ely which in 2005 had united with Saintwell URC. We are
committed to ecumenism through our links with Cytûn, the Covenanted Churches and
Churches Together in Canton. Our previous minister was the Chair of the Committee of the
Covenanted Baptists which, with the Church in Wales, the Presbyterian, Methodist and
United Reformed Churches seeks to bring about the goal of uniting together.
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USUAL WEEKLY DIARY & MONTHLY EVENTS The Wednesday evening prayers on Zoom have finished.

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

AND FINALLY … Please hand in material for the next Newslink to Hugh Morgans by the
end of the Morning service on Sunday, 21st of November, 2021
Christmas goodwill messages will be included in the next edition of Newslink.

